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Funding confirmed to 
transform Watford General
It's confirmed! In October,  West 
Herts Hospital Trust took the 
decision that over £400million 
would be invested across its three 
sites with Watford General 
receiving the majority for  
rebuilding. 
The funding was confirmed by the 
Prime Minister, as part of the 
Government's ambitious plans to 
modernise Britain's hospitals by 

investing £3.7 billion on at least 40 
new developments by 2030.

Our MP Dean Russell, who has 
been campaigning for the investment 
in Watford General since his election 
last year and was recently praised by 
Secretary of State for Health and 
Social Care, Matt Hancock, for his 
efforts, said: "This project is part of 
the biggest hospital building 
programme for a generation and I'm 

thrilled Watford General will be one 
of the first six".

One reason for investing in 
Watford is to make sure these 
facilities are up and running as soon 
as possible. The target date for 
completion is around 2025.

"My ambition for the town is to 
make it a centre of health 
excellence" explained Dean Russell, 
"and this is a giant step forward".

Building Back Better in Watford
Watford General Hospital has been awarded record Government investment for redevelopment by 2025.
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A new tax on gardening? An end to a weekly general 
rubbish collection? The LibDems have dominated 
local government  in Watford and Three Rivers for 
over 20 years and during that time, it has become a 
sad reality that photo opportunities and vanity 
projects have replaced a commitment to deliver basic 
services at a fair local tax.

In just the latest example of this, they have abandoned 
the idea that the Council Tax should pay for core services 
such as collecting our rubbish.

Instead both Watford and Three Rivers now charge as 
much as £45 for one bin of gardening waste. Three Rivers 
even charges as much as £80 for the second. 

This is a stealth tax on gardening - making gardeners 
pay extra for looking after their gardens.

"I used to think collecting rubbish was such a basic 
task of local government that it would be covered by the 
taxes I pay," said local Conservative Leader Matthew 
Cawthorne, "but now we even have to pay extra for a full 
rubbish service.

"Ending the weekly general rubbish collection is an 
invitation for vermin to multiply. Surely it is time for our 
local council to stop the vanity projects and get back to 
basics and collect all our rubbish, paid from our taxes?"

Prime Minister 
visits Beechfield 
School
Dean Russell MP invited the Prime Minister Boris Johnson to 
Watford in September to visit staff and pupils at Beechfield 
School, Gammons Lane. 

Across Watford in early September, children were starting the 
first day in reception and those at Beechfield School had a very 
special visitor. 

"It was great to see the children sitting down in a socially 
distanced circle with the Prime Minister" said Dean, "as part of 
the government's plan to encourage schools to get children back 
into the classroom". 

The Prime Minister also addressed the whole school in the 
playground, where the children were lined up in their bubbles in a 
social distanced manner. Boris Johnson thanked the teachers and 
gave words of encouragement as the pupils started the new school 
year. 

"Beechfield School has done an inspiring job throughout 
COVID-19 supporting local children and parents" said Dean 
Russell. "Their headteacher, Mrs Jackson, has an incredible 
passion for the wellbeing and development of every child that 
comes through the school gates each morning".

No weekly general rubbish collection? A new tax on gardening???

It's time to get back to basics!

Dean Russell discussing the impact 
of COVID-19 on Watford with the 
Prime Minister at Beechfield School

Rubbish collection is a basic service - why do the LibDems make us pay extra?

NB Some pictures were taken before COVID-19 restrictions were introduced

Fighting local 
crime
David Lloyd, our Police and Crime 
Commissioner, writes: 

"2020 has been a very difficult year for many of us but 
there are things we can celebrate from lockdown. Watford's 
community spirit could be seen across the whole town, 
especially when we all came out every Thursday to applaud 
the NHS and essential workers including, of course, the 
police. Thank you for taking the time to show how much 
you care. 

Secondly crime is down. Some of this will undoubtedly 
be because the people of Watford have been very good at 
following Government advice. You stayed at home when it 
was needed and kept Watford safe. 

It is also because I have increased the number of police 
officers across Hertfordshire. Helped by Boris Johnson's 
pledge of 20,000 more officers nationally and my own local 
plan, we now have more police officers than we have had 
in a decade and soon we will have more than we have ever 
had in Hertfordshire. We are on track to recruit another 91 
this year. These are my promises to you."

David Lloyd, Police and Crime Commissioner, meeting local 
police officers

28 floor tower block?
Liberal Democrats = Local Developers
Have you noticed that the LibDems have 
been claiming for years that the 
overdevelopment of Watford was not their 
fault as they had 'no power' to stop it
BUT NOW they are complaining that the 
Government's proposed changes to planning 
laws 'take away local control'? 

SO WHY have they tried to tell us that the 
decision to allow the construction of a 28 
storey tower block in Watford isn't really 
their fault?

The reality is Watford Borough is 
effectively a one party state so there isn't 
anyone else to blame locally for their mistakes. 

So instead they try to blame central 
government. 

Of course central government issues 
indicative housing targets to all local 
authorities. After all we need to take the 
nation's housing crisis seriously. But how local 
councils choose to meet these targets is up to 
them. 

Matthew Cawthorne, local leader of the 
Conservatives in Watford condemned the 
LibDems' record of failure: "They have sadly 
dominated Watford and Three Rivers District 
for years now - it is about time they admitted 
their mistakes in overdeveloping our town". 

The Liberal Democrat vision for Watford? Another Croydon?

The past eight months have not been easy. The human cost 
has been tragic. Keeping apart from friends and families has 
been hard and stressful for the whole Town.  Along with his 
weekly volunteering to help vulnerable families across 
Watford, Dean Russell MP is also a member of the Health 
and Social Care Select Committee which gave Watford a 
voice when scrutinising key decision-makers including 
Professor Whitty and Matt Hancock.

It is essential that these sacrifices are not in vain. As we face 
further waves of the virus with the colder months approaching, it 
is vital we do all we can to protect the vulnerable,  our care 
workers and our National Health Service by taking all the 
sensible precautions we can. 

Dean Russell MP, who has volunteered weekly at Watford 
General since the start of the lockdown,  told the Prime Minister 
in the House of Commons: "Whilst volunteering... a specialist 
infection prevention and control support worker used an 
ultraviolet system to show me how easily the virus or any virus 
can spread through poor hand hygiene... it is upon us all to fight 
COVID by washing our hands regularly and by following the 
incredibly simple yet tremendously powerful guidance of hands, 
face, space". 

Dean has also repeatedly paid tribute to and supported care 
workers and others engaged in local frontline services throughout 
the town for their incredible work to help get us through the 
crisis.

COVID-19

Dearn Russell MP has volunteered in Watford General 
Hospital throughout the crisis and is still helping 

News from Watford Conservatives

Dean Russell MP

"I am delighted that as part of the Cultural 
Recovery Fund, Watford Palace Theatre will 
receive £248,000 and Pro Dance in Watford will 
get £55,000.

The arts are so important for our town."
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Backing local shops and businesses

Making Watford a centre of health 
excellence

for Watford
No more 
overdevelopment
The LibDems are making 
Watford an overdeveloped 
suburb of London, all the 
time blaming anyone but 
themselves. It is time for a 
new approach to build 
quality affordable housing 
in keeping with our area.

A centre of health 
excellence
We have campaigned for 
the new investment in 
Watford General Hospital.

New initiatives such as 
Dean's Mental Health First 
Aiders will make Watford a 
heathier and safer place.

Backing local 
businesses
We need our local 
businesses to thrive to help 
the local economy recover 
and create new jobs.

We back our small 
businesses and local 
shops.

Use them or lose them!

Weekly rubbish 
collections & no 
gardening tax
Time to get back to basics. 
One of the first jobs of a 
local council is to collect 
the rubbish effectively and 
efficiently - with no extra 
taxes or charges.

Better local 
environment, better 
local infrastructure
We need our local 
infrastructure - our schools, 
health services and 
transport links - to catch up 
with the population of the 
town caused by LibDem 
overdevelopment. 

Taking better care of 
your Council tax
Getting the basics right 
means focusing on high 
quality, essential services 
and delivering value for 
money for local taxpayers. 
The Council must stop 
wasting money on vanity 
projects.
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Now recruiting -
Mental Health First Aiders
Watford MP Dean Russell has launched his 
project to train 1,000 mental health first aiders 
and to transform mental health in the town. 

The aim of this initiative is to have 1,000 mental health 
first aiders deployed in schools, businesses and community 
groups able to spot signs of mental health distress, offer 
support and listen to those in need. 

The initiative is a collaborative effort between the MP, 
Watford & West Herts Chamber of Commerce and partners 
across Watford.

The Prime Minister joined Dean Russell MP to declare 

this "very important scheme" launched in September. 
Dean thanked all those involved and said that 

"transforming the mental health of our town is a personal 
priority of mine and even though COVID-19 slowed down 
this initiative, I am so pleased to be able to get it back up 
and running again." He thanked Camelot who have made a 
£30,000 donation to fund the programme. 

Dean added "My ambition is to have mental health first 
aiders across the Town so that loneliness has no place to 
hide and mental health wellbeing is the norm". 

To register, go to www.watfordchamber.co.uk/m-h-f-
a-2021-lets-get-trained

A 13ft bronze sculpture is to be erected to 
honour all those who died in the frontline battle 
against COVID-19. 

Watford MP Dean Russell is the Co-Chair of 
the memorial's organising committee and he wants 
your suggestions for its name. 

"This memorial will be a powerful reminder to 
all of us of the bravery and sacrifice all of our NHS 
staff and social care workers have made during this 
global pandemic. I'm proud to be part of this 
important project and now we would like the great 
British public to come up with a fitting name for 
the memorial".

Visit: www.deanrussell.co.uk/nhssculpture

Help name a 
memorial for 
all NHS and 
Social Care 
workers lost 
to COVID-19
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